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The Germans, from the f i r s t days of t h e i r s e t t l emen t 
i n South A u s t r a l i a , have made a unique c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
the l i f e and c u l t u r e of t h i s S t a t e . German fa rmers 
p ioneered what are now some of the most p roduc t ive a r ea s 
of South A u s t r a l i a . Wine making was f i r s t in t roduced 
by German s e t t l e r s and i s now one of our most impor tant 
i n d u s t r i e s . And the charming towns of t he Barossa Val ley 
and the Adelaide H i l l s such as Tanunda and Hahndorf have 
become famous not only f o r t h e i r b e a u t i f u l a r c h i t e c t u r e 
but a l so f o r t h e i r wonderful h o s p i t a l i t y . 
Today t he German community i s very s u c c e s s f u l l y 
i n t e g r a t e d w i t h the South A u s t r a l i a n community. I t has 
always played an important p a r t i n South A u s t r a l i a ' s 
development, and has enr iched our l i v e s with i t s c u l t u r e 
and h e r i t a g e . 
The Barossa Val ley Vintage F e s t i v a l and the 
Hahndorf S c h u t z e n f e s t , which I have had the p l ea su re 
of a t t end ing many t i m e s , are both c o l o u r f u l and e x c i t i n g . 
The enjoyment and cheer shared on t h e s e occas ions has 
i nc reased the goodwil l between Germans and A u s t r a l i a n s , 
and I am sure t h a t the forthcoming German Week w i l l 
promote t h i s goodwil l s t i l l f u r t h e r . I t promises t o 
be e x c i t i n g , i n t e r e s t i n g and i n f o r m a t i v e . 
I am looking forward t o t a k i n g p a r t i n your 
F e s t i v a l , and I wish you every succe s s . 
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